Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge, Troop 3 Wilmette

Volunteer Opportunities
Updated May 26, 2008

The Volunteer Center of New Trier Township

Research: http://www.volunteercenterntt.org/
Volunteer Center of New Trier Township
520 Glendale Avenue, Suite 13
Winnetka, IL 60093
Phone 847-441-7665

Fax:  847-441-7670

E-Mail:  volunteerNTT@aol.com
Access to many volunteer opportunities.

Talk to Barb Tubekis

Soup at Six
Hemenway United Methodist Church

933 Chicago Ave 

Evanston, Il, 60202-1818
847-328-2600

Research: http://www.hemenwayumc.com
Opportunities every Tuesday, 3pm to 6pm
NO reservations needed, just come to the back door of the church at the appointed time.  You can come at 3pm or all the up to 4:30pm.  You can work as long as you want, up to when they stop working, around 6pm.

The Scout has the opportunity to help prepare the meal, serve the meal, help set-up the dining hall, and help with the clean-up.  

And Ms. Hall is a great person to work with.  Sounds like a great opportunity.  And she loves the Boy Scouts.  Contact Erica Hall: 847-733-7867.
Soup at Six:

Soup at Six, a weekly hot meals ministry, is the oldest soup kitchen in Evanston and is operated out of the Hemenway kitchen and Gym.  Weekly serving between 100 and 150 diners, Soup at Six provides 'food with dignity' in the form of a salad, an entree, a bread, a soup, coffee or hot chocolate, milk and a bag lunch.  Originally at six o'clock, Soup at Six soon moved to serving meals beginning at 4pm due to local shelter schedules. 

North Branch Restoration Project

Research: http://www.northbranchrestoration.org/
Map to all sites: http://www.northbranchrestoration.org/sites.html
email: northbranch@comcast.net
Saturday, May 24, 2008
9 am – noon
Somme Prairie Grove

 HYPERLINK "http://www.northbranchrestoration.org/calendar.html" \l "#"  *
Linda Masters: masters2001@comcast.net
Stephen Packard: sgpackard@comcast.net

9 am – noon 
Harms Flatwoods

 HYPERLINK "http://www.northbranchrestoration.org/calendar.html" \l "#"  

Neil Peck 312-738-2600 (office) or 773-248-4817 (home)

Sunday, May 25, 2008
9 am – noon
Somme Woods
Linda Masters: masters2001@comcast.net
Stephen Packard: sgpackard@comcast.net
Monday, May 26, 2008
9 am – noon, 1pm – 4pm
Harms Woods
Jane and John Balaban  (847) 679-4289 

The work is primarily pulling invasive plants from the water way.
 

DRESS CODE: Clothing-- long sleeve shirts, long pants, gloves, NO open toed shoes and wear shoes that can get wet.  Bring bug repellant and water bottle.
Wilmette Village Prairie Preserve
LOCATION: The Preserve is on Kennilworth, on the North side of the street, across the 
                        street from the tennis courts.  Car parking is at the tennis courts.  Harper 
                        School is at one end of the park (and across the street).  The tennis courts 
                        are at the other end of Thornwood Park.
WORK: Boys to help remove invasive species.

WHEN:  Any afternoon: 4pm to 6pm.  
Call for appointment, call Susan Gatto 847-256-1353; email-susangatto@aol.com
TOOLS: They provide all tools and supplies (not gloves, must bring your own). 
                Please bring shovels, garden shovel size.

DRESS CODE: Wear long pants (jeans preferred due to thorn bushes), long sleeve shirt,
                           closed toe shoes, gloves, bug repellent. 

ADULTS: But we must provide the adult supervision.

CALL: Betty Ann Brody-Bucksbaum is glad to help facilitate the work at the Prairie 
            Preserve and will provide the adult supervision.  Call her at 847-729-0173

Dear Steve,

Many thanks for your terrific help today. The boys in your troop are very special and for a second day of volunteer working in the field, I was impressed with all we accomplished. below is a brief summary regarding The Friends of Thornwood Park. We did start out with that title because I felt it was very inclusive. The letterhead I use still has that as its title when I send out thank you notes to donors. However, now that my friend took on that name when she started her Friends of Thornwood Park Concert Series, she and I agreed on the below title for our gardening area. The concert actually is a July affair and it is like a mini Ravinia fest. All residents in our Thornwood Park/Harper School are invited. We hope that each family every summer will contribute $25 to $50 towards the setting up and rental of all the band equipment. The four bands that play are all parents of Harper School kids or men and women in this area who want exposure for their band. The music is family friendly with a lot of Jimmy Buffett, The Beatles, up to current pop rock hits. If there is money left over, we have used it to buy new picnic tables, etc. I have received $200.00 for the purchasing of more prairie plants! We ususlly have at least 250-300 people of all ages there.


Susan and Dominick Gatto founded The Thornwood Park Prairie Garden Project in 1998 along with 25 other neighbors. The project began because of the Gatto's concern that the three block long and fifteen feet wide Village of Wilmette owned property on the north bank of Kenilworth Avenue had become a dumping ground. The property was directly across from Thornwood Park's north parking lot. Old tires, boxes of wine bottles, dead trees, and shrubs were everywhere. They had a meeting at their home, invited all of the neighbors and Wilmette's landscape and street supervisor, Mr. Brian Barnes. 

We told Brian our goal was to work with the Village to clean up the land. Secondly, we wanted to preserve and continue to plant native to Illinois prairie and woodland flowers and grasses. For the past ten years, three Eagle Scouts have successfully worked on the land to establish new pathways, plant thousands of daffodil bulbs, clear brush, and plant hundreds of perennial grasses and flowers. The Village of Wilmette gave us 1200 perennial plants each year for the first three years. After 2002, we have relied upon neighbor's plant donations and we have purchased plants from monetary donations from neighbors and the concert series. Besides the Eagle Scouts' projects, during the years we have had hundreds of neighbor volunteers, boy and girl scout troops, peer jury volunteers (13 to 16 year olds who have committed crimes and need community service hours) and Harper School students who planted with their teachers.

Our on going plan for this land is to enlist as many volunteers as possible to continue to beautify this special property. It is the home for approximately 20 trees, six varieties of native to Illinois prairie grasses, 30 native flowering perennial species, about 2,000 daffodils and 5,000 scilla bloom each spring, and 12 woodland wildflower species that have not been planted, but magically appeared after the brush was cleared! 

So, there you have it in a nutshell. Have a great Monday....

My best,

Susan

 

 

New Trier Township Pantry
http://www.newtriertownship.com/pantry.html
New Trier Township Office
739 Elm Street
Winnetka, Illinois 60093
Telephone: 847- 446 - 8202
Fax: 847- 446 - 1743

E-mail: NTTinfo@ameritech.net
Web: www.NewTrierTownship.com
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Contact the pantry, they are always in need of supplies.  You can help them by having your own mini-food drive.
Chicago Wilderness

http://www.chicagowilderness.org/
Volunteer Page:

http://www.chicagowilderness.org/involve/volunteer/index.cfm
Junior Assistant

	Organization:
	Forest Preserve District of Cook County

	Address:
	Trailside Museum (southwest corner of Chicago and Thatcher Avenues)

	County:
	Cook

	Municipality:
	River Forest

	Description:
	Junior Assistants engage in a wide variety of duties, including the care and feeding of animals--ranging from birds to fish to snakes--but also more mundane duties, such as basic janitorial work and care of the grounds. 

Junior Assistants find that their duties are often exciting. Some handle snakes. Others feed trained raptors off the glove, such as the Museum's red-tailed hawk. Staff naturalists note that many Junior Assistants have cared for pets in the past and come through the door ready to hand their myriad responsibilities. 

	Categories:
	Domestic Animal Care, Youth Opportunities

	Qualifications:
	None required. 

	Minimum Age:
	12 years old

	Indoor/Outdoor:
	Both

	Contact:
	Jim  Chelsvig 
Director 
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 (708)366-6530 


Greater Chicago Food Depository

Mailing address:
Greater Chicago Food Depository
4100 West Ann Lurie Place
Chicago, IL 60632

Phone number:  773-247-FOOD (3663)

Fax number: 773-247-4232

Home Page

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/site/PageServer
How old do I have to be to volunteer?
Volunteers need to be 13 years old to volunteer at the Food Depository during regular sessions. Ages 16 and older can volunteer self supervised. Ages 13-15 need to have one adult supervisor per four youths.

The Food Depository hosts Kids Days once a month on a Saturday afternoon. Kids ages 5-12 may volunteer with an adult during Kids Days only. Please call for details and availability.

What should I wear?
Volunteers must wear pants and closed-toed shoes to work in the warehouse. Jeans and sneakers are best. No volunteers may work in shorts, skirts, tank tops, or open-toed shoes.  
How many people can I bring?
The Volunteer Services department schedules volunteers based on the needs in the warehouse as well as number of people needed to complete the projects needed. The number of people in your group will affect the days and times available for you to volunteer. Typically, the Food Depository can accommodate groups up to 60 people. Please know that number of people in the group will be important to know when scheduling a date to volunteer.
When do you have volunteer repack sessions?
Opportunities are available Tuesday through Saturday. Morning, afternoon and evening sessions are held throughout the week on certain days. Availability varies based on number of people in your group. Please contact Volunteer Services for more detailed times.
Email: volunteerservices@gcfd.org
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